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Colleges go back to drawing board — again — to fight COVID 


From Front 


AP Education Writer 

Facing rising infections and 
a new COVID-19 variant, 
colleges across the USS. 
have once again been 
thwarted in seeking a move 
to normalcy and are start- 
ing to require booster shots, 
extend mask mandates, 
limit social gatherings and, 
in some cases, revert to on- 
line classes. 

The threat of the omicron 
variant comes as a gut 
ounch to schools that were 
hoping to relax safety mea- 
sures this spring. Now, many 
are telling students to pre- 
pare for another term of 
masking, testing and, if cas- 
es get bad, limits around 
social life. 

Cornell University shut down 
all campus activities on 
Tuesday and moved final 
exams online after more 
than 7OO students tested 
positive over three days. In 
a campus message, Presi- 
dent Martha Pollack said 
there was evidence of the 
omicron variant in a "signifi- 
cant" number of samples. 
‘It is obviously extremely 
dispiriting to have to take 
these steps," Pollack wrote. 
"However, since the start of 
the pandemic, our com- 
mitment has been fo fol- 
low the science and do 
all we can fo protect the 
health of our faculty, staff 
and students. Hours later, 
Princeton University moved 
its exams online and urged 
students to leave campus 
"at their earliest conve- 
nience" amid a rise in cas- 
es. On Wednesday, New 
York University canceled alll 
non-academic events and 
encouraged professors to 
move finals online. 

Cornell, Princeton and NYU 
all report student vaccina- 
tion rates of more than 98%. 
After a fall with few coro- 
navirus cases, officials at 
Syracuse University were 
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Students walk the campus on Syracuse University, Nov. 21, 2019, 


in New York. 


feeling pretty good" about 
the spring term, said Kent 
Syverud, the upstate New 
York school's chancellor. 
"But omicron has changed 
that," Syverud said. "It has 
made us go back and say, 
until we know more about 
this variant for sure, we're 
going to have fo reinstate 
some precautions." 

Last week, Syracuse an- 
nounced that all eligible 
students and employees 
must get COVID-19 boost- 
er shots before the spring 
term. Students will also 
face a round of virus tests 
when they return, and offi- 
cials are weighing whether 
to extend an existing mask 
mandate. 

Much its still unknown about 
the omicron variant and 
how big of a threat it pos- 
es. In the United States and 
many other nations, the 
delta variant is currently 
responsible for most CO- 
VID-19 cases. 

But as colleges brace for 
the worst, many see boost- 
ers as their best hope. More 
than 20 colleges have is- 
sued booster shot require- 
ments in recent weeks, and 
others say they're thinking 
about it. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre- 
vention is encouraging 
boosters for people ages 
17 and older, and Pfizer 
last week announced that 
a booster of its COVID-19 
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vaccine might offer im- 
portant protection against 
omicron even though the 
initial two doses appear 
less effective. 

Hundreds of colleges al- 
ready require COVID-19 
vaccines, and some say 
boosters are an obvious 
next step. 

Most booster mandates so 
far have come from small 
liberal arts colleges in the 
Northeast, but the list in- 
cludes some as big as Bos- 
ton University and NYU, and 
as far away as the Univer- 
sity of Notre Dame in Indi- 
ana and the University of 
New Mexico. 

The University of Massachu- 
setts in Amherst was among 
the first to require the 
booster for students, saying 
all students must get shots 
unless they have medical 
or religious exemptions. 
‘The boosters are our best 


protection," said Jeffrey 
Hescock, co-director of the 
University's Public Health 
Promotion Center. ‘This 


demonstrates that we take 
oublic health seriously, and 
our students do too." 

A recent online petition ar- 
guing against the booster 
mandate — citing 97% of 
students vaccinated and 
few on-campus cases — 
has attracted a few dozen 
signatures. But Emily O'Brien, 
a freshman at UMass, said 
the booster shot is a rea- 


sonable demand. She was 
already planning on get- 
ting a booster but said the 
mandate will probably in- 
crease uptake among stu- 
dents and prevent future 
lockdowns. "If the past six 
months have shown any- 
thing, it's that lots of people 
wont bother to get vac- 
cines — especially younger 
healthy people — if they 
don't have a requirement 
to," said O'Brien, 18, of Bed- 
ford, New Hampshire. 
UMass will also require 
masks at the start of spring 
term, and it's sending stu- 
dents home with a rapid 
test to be taken near the 
end of winter break. 

Many colleges are plan- 
ning for potential disruption 
next semester even as they 
contend with outbreaks 
now.Middlebury College 
in Vermont switched to re- 
mote instruction last week 
amid a surge in cases and 
urged students to leave 
early for winter break. Ris- 
ing cases at the University 
of Pennsylvania led to a 
ban on indoor social events 
last Thursday. 

On Friday, Tulane Univer- 
sity in New Orleans warned 
that a campus spike in- 
cludes probable cases of 
the omicron variant, con- 
firmed in at least one stu- 
dent last week. In response, 
school officials reinstated 
a mask mandate and ex- 
panded virus testing. 

Some other schools are al- 
ready postponing the re- 
turn to campus next month 
to avoid outbreaks. South- 
ern New Hampshire Univer- 
sity and DePaul University 
in Chicago recently said 
students will take classes 
remotely for two weeks be- 
fore returning to campus 
after the holidays. 

In a letter to students, De- 
Paul's president, A. Gabriel 
Esteban, said the school 
will “cautiously start winter 
quarter so we can sustain a 


robust college experience 
the remainder of the aca- 
demic year." 

When students at Stanford 
University return to cam- 
ous in January, they will be 
barred from holding parties 
or other big gatherings for 
two weeks. They'll also be 
tested once a week and 
continue to wear masks 
indoors as requirements to 
attend in-person. classes. 
The measures aim to limit 
virus transmission without 
going too far in limiting the 
college experience, said 
Russell Furr, associate vice 
orovost for environmental 
health and safety. 

"This is something we've 
grappled with throughout 
the pandemic — how do 
we get a balanced ap- 
proache" Furr said. The 
goal is to avoid the strict 
lockdowns seen early in the 
pandemic, when student 
mental health "really suf- 
fered," he added. 

At some colleges, there's 
still cautious hope for a 
normal semester. Leaders 
at the University of Cen- 
tral Florida told professors 
they can require in-person 
attendance in the spring, 
which had been discour- 
aged this fall amid a surge 
in delta cases. 

IN a campus message, In- 
terim provost Michael D. 
Johnson warned that if the 
omicron variant takes off, 
“we may need to change 
direction yet again." 
Another concern is omi- 
cron's timing — even with- 
out a new variant, there 
were worries Of more out- 
breaks as colder weather 
drives people indoors, said 
Anita Barkin, co-chair of a 
COVID-19 task force for the 
American College Health 
Association. 

The association recently 
recommended that col- 
leges focus on increasing 
vaccination rates to avoid 
anew wave of cases.) 
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Telehealth helps in pandemic, concerns linger: AP-NORC poll 


By TOM MURPHY and 

EMILY SWANSON 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Most 
older Americans have had 
to use telehealth during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
many were comfortable 
with it, but a new poll finds 
persistent Concerns about 
issues like technology, the 
quality of care and patient 
privacy. 

Comfort levels with remote 
care can vary depending 
on factors like age, income 
level or race, according to 
the survey from The Associ- 
ated Press-NORC Center 
for Public Affairs Research. 
Doctors, hospitals and other 
care providers had to can- 
cel visits and surgeries and 
abruptly switch to remote 
care as the pandemic un- 
folded in early 2020. Many 
patients followed _ their 
doctors online and have 
continued to get care that 
way as coronavirus cases 
ebbed and flowed in sub- 
sequent waves. 

Telehealth involves  pa- 
tients and care provid- 
ers connecting remotely 
through computers, tab- 
lets or phones. They often 
use video calls but also 
can trade emails or secure 
text messages. Sometimes 
both parties just talk on the 
phone without video. 

Since the pandemic start- 
ed, 62% of adults age 50 
and older have used some 
form of telehealth, the AP- 
NORC poll found. 
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Medical director of Doctor on Demand Dr. Vibin Roy prepares to conduct an online visit with a 





patient from his work station at home, April 23, 2021, in Keller, Texas. 


Patients most frequently 
used telehealth for con- 
sulfations on medications, 
non-urgent health con- 
cerns, wellness checks or 
to continue with ongoing 
care to manage a chronic 
condition like diabetes. 
The ease of finding an ap- 
pointment or meeting a 
specific provider and the 
chance to get an imme- 
diate resoonse were the 
most Common reasons re- 
soondents opted for tele- 
health. Roughly a third said 
each was a major factor 
and another third called 
them minor factors. 

A majority also cited avoid- 
ing COVID-19 exposure as 


a major or minor reason for 
seeking care through tele- 
health, with about a quar- 
ter calling it a major reason. 
Rosa Bivens became a re- 
mote care convert during 
the pandemic partly be- 
cause it heloed her avoid 
the virus. 

The 59-year-old Bivens also 
likes how telehealth allows 
her to stay connected to 
her doctor in Maryland 
while she’s on a temporary 
work assignment in Germa- 
ny. Bivens is a military fam- 
ily life counselor, and she 
says her doctor back home 
Understands the stress she 
faces in her job and how it 
affects her health. 


Associated Press 


“That personal relationship 
is important to me,” she 
said. 

The poll found that those 
who received care through 
telehealth were generally 
comfortable with it. Rough- 
ly 6 in 10 said they were at 
least somewhat likely to 
seek such remote care af- 
ter the pandemic ends. 

But many concerns remain. 
Chief among them Is worry 
about receiving care that 
is not as effective as an in- 
person visit. Roughly two- 
thirds of older adults said 
they were at least some- 
what concerned with that. 
Many also have some 
worry about not having a 


personal relationship with 
a doctor, running into infor- 
mation security or techni- 
cal problems and a lack of 
privacy. 

Judy Ostrom, for instance, 
didn’t use remote care dur- 
ing the pandemic and has 
no plans to start. 

“You don't know who's 
walking in and out of the 
room where the doctor Is,” 
the 60-year-old resident of 
La Pine, Oregon, said. “I 
love my family, but some- 
times you want your con- 
versation with your doctor 
to be confidential.” 

Some concerns were more 
concentrated among 
adults age 65 and older. 
For example, those patients 
were more worried about 
not having a personal re- 
lationshio with their doctor 
and not having the appro- 
priate devices compared 
with people ages 50 to 64. 
Debra Nanez, 69, of Tuc- 
son, Arizona, said she sticks 
to audio-only telephone 
calls with her doctors when 
she does felehealth. The 
retired nurse worries about 
the security of any health 
information she’d have to 
enter into a website to do 
other forms of telehealth. 
She also doesn't have a 
reliable way to do a video 
call. “Sometimes my phone 
acts funny; it will work and 
then suddenly the phone 
will turn off,’ she said. 
“That's why I'll just do it tele- 
ohonically. | have no prob- 
lems with it.”L) 





Deadline time for HealthCare.gov 


coverage that starts Jan. 1 


By R. ALONSO-ZALDIVAR 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Con- 
sumers seeking govern- 
ment-subsidized health in- 
surance for next year have 
through Wednesday to sign 
up if they want their new 
plan to start Jan. |. 
Independent experts say 
HealthCare.gov's sign-up 
season doesn't seem to 
be drawing as many new 
customers this year — 8% 
to 9% fewer than last year 
— but it’s too early to draw 
final conclusions because 
deadlines drive much of 
the enrollment. 


Open enrollment for the 
Affordable Care Act Is dif- 
ferent this time because it’s 
an early test of President 
Joe Biden's idea that the 
U.S. can get close to cov- 
erage for all by building on 
existing programs. 
Wednesday is the first of 
two deadlines for Health- 
Care.gov coverage, with 
increased financial  assis- 
tance available through 
Biden's coronavirus relief 
legislation. The last chance 
will come Jan. 15, for cov- 
erage that takes effect 
Feb. |. 

People who are already 


enrolled don't have to do 
anything. If they're satis- 
fied with their current plan, 
they will be automatically 
renewed for 2022. Health- 
Care.gov and its state-run 
counterparts are insurance 
marketplaces that offer 
taxpayer-subsidized ori- 
vate coverage. 

About 91% of U.S. residents 
currently have health in- 
surance through a mix of 
employer, public and indi- 
vidual plans, but 28 million 
people remain uninsured 
even in the second year of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Most would be eligible for 
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Fort Washington, Md. 


taxpayer-subsidized  Cov- 
erage, and surveys show 
many are just not aware of 
that. 

Experts following sign-up 
season say new enrollments 
are running somewhat be- 


seen, Tuesday, Dec. 14, 2021 in 
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hind last year's numbers 
in the 33 states served by 
the federal HealthCare. 
gov website. The remain- 
ing states and Washington, 
D.C., run their own enroll- 
ment campaigns. L) 
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Mexican woman shot in head by U.S. Border Patrol files claim 


By ANITA SNOW 
Associated Press 

PHOENIX (AP) — Attorneys 
for a Mexican woman 
who was shot in the head 
by a Border Patrol agent 
and survived announced 
Wednesday that they filed 
a claim against the U.S 
government as a precursor 
to a federal lawsuit. 

The claim filed with the Bor- 
der Patrol by Marisol Gar- 
cia Alcantara, who had 
arrived in the U.S. shortly 
before the shooting over 
the summer in Nogales, Ari- 
zona, is necessary before a 
civil action Is filed next year 
with the U.S. District Court 
in Tucson. “I want to know 
why, why did they do that 
and why me?” Garcia, 37, 
said in an_ interview last 
week from her family home 
outside Mexico City. 

“lam looking for justice. | 
want an apology from that 
person and help for medi- 
cal care and medicine 
because | can’t work,” she 
sald. 

The bullet entered Garcia's 
head above her left eye 
and fragments still remain 
in her brain, putting her at 
risk of seizures. She said that 
qa half-year later she still suf- 
fers from loss of memory, 
dizzy spells and headaches. 
Customs and Border Pro- 
tection, which oversees 
the Border Patrol, said the 
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Marisol Garcia Alcantara points to the scar on her forehead from a bullet wound during an 
interview at her home in the municipality of La Paz, Mexico state, Tuesday, Dec. 14, 2021. 


agency could not com- 
ment because the shooting 
was still being investigated 
internally by its Office of 
Professional Responsibility. 
It will also be reviewed by 
the CBP’s National Use of 
Force Review Board. 

The agent’s identity has not 
been revealed. 

Garcia’s legal team have 
said the Border Patrol is 
not in a position to impar- 
tially investigate the June 
16 shooting. They point to 
longstanding concerns 
over Border Patrol units 
known as Critical Incident 


Teams, which collect infor- 
mation about agents’ use 
of force. 

Detractors call them “shad- 
ow units” that may impede 
investigations into whether 
agents’ actions are justi- 
fied. 

Attorney Eugene Iredale, 
who is representing Gar- 
cia, called the teams “the 
administrative equivalent 
of an ant-internal affairs 
squad designed to protect 
the agency” from liability. 
The Southern Border Com- 
munities Coalition, a non- 
profit advocacy group, on 


Associated Press 


Wednesday reiterated calls 
for a congressional investi- 
gation into the shooting 
and the Critical Incident 
Teams. 

“This incident is not unique,” 
said Rep. Raul Grijalva, a 
Democrat who represents 
southern Arizona and sup- 
ports such an inquiry. “This 
is a pattern that needs to 
be dealt with.” 

CBP said the Critical Inci- 
dent Teams do not lead 
investigations, but rather 
collect evidence for other 
agencies, in this case un- 
der the direction and su- 


pervision of the FBI. 

Garcia said American offi- 
cials never asked her about 
the shooting. 

“No one investigated,” she 
said. “| returned to Mexico 
without making a declara- 
tion.” 

Garcia said she had gone 
to the U.S. to visit her moth- 
er and look for work to sup- 
port her three daughters. 
Shortly after arriving in the 
US., she was among a 
group of people riding in 
a SUV in the border city of 
Nogales, Arizona, sitting be- 
hind the driver. She heard a 
siren, felt pain in her head, 
and her vision blurred while 
people in the vehicle tend- 
ed to her wound. 

She was rushed to a near- 
by hospital then flown by 
helicopter to another one 
in Phoenix where she had 
surgery that night. Garcia 
said after two days in Phoe- 
nix, she was taken fo a de- 
tention center for several 
weeks until she was sent 
back to Mexico. 

The announcement © of 
the claim comes just days 
after Chris Magnus, the 
reform-minded Tucson 
police chief, was sworn 
in as CBP commissioner. 
Magnus updated Tucson's 
use-of-force policies and 
made many other chang- 
es during his time with the 
department.) 
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A female grizzly eyes her new habitat in the Cabinet Mountains 
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of western Montana as she leaves a culvert trap on Oct. 2, 2005. 


By MATTHEW BROWN 
Associated Press 

BILLINGS, Mont. (AP) — 
Montana wildlife officials 
on Tuesday advanced 
plans that could allow griz- 
zly bear hunting in areas 
around Glacier and Yel- 


Associated Press 


lowstone national parks, if 
states in the U.S. northern 
Rockies succeed in their 
attempts to lift federal pro- 
tections for the animals. 

Grizzlies in the region have 
been profected as a 
threatened species since 


Montana advances grizzly 


that could allow hunting 


1975 and were shielded 
from hunting for most of 
that time. 

Montana Gov. Greg 
Gianforte last month an- 
nounced the state intends 
to petition the Biden admin- 
istration to lift threatened 
species protections for Gla- 
cier-area grizzlies. Wyoming 
Gov. Mark Gordon is lead- 
ing a similar push to end 
protections for Yellowstone 
area bears. The two regions 
have the most bears in the 
U.S. outside Alaska, the only 
state that currently allows 
hunting. As officials seek to 
make the case that protec- 
tions are no longer needed, 
Montana wildlife commis- 
sioners voted to sign onto a 
multistate plan to maintain 


more than 900 bears in the 
Yellowstone area. Wyo- 
ming already has signed 
onto the plan, which would 
allow limited hunting. Ida- 
ho officials are expected to 
consider if next month. 
Montana commission- 
ers also gave preliminary 
approval to revisions to 
Glacier-area bear popvu- 
lation targets that could 
allow hunting of grizzlies in 
northwestern portions of 
the state if federal protec- 
tions end. The rule calls for 
maintaining a population 
of more than 800 bears. 
Details on any future hunt- 
ing seasons would be es- 
tablished at a later date. 
Wildlife advocates have 
objected to the bid fo lift 


bear plans 


protections, saying state of- 
ficials in the northern Rock- 
ies are intent on driving 
down populations of griz- 
zlies and another predator, 
gray wolves. 

But state officials — backed 
by livestock and hunting 
groups — say bear popu- 
lations need to be more 
closely controlled. They 
cite increasing conflicts 
between bears and hvu- 
mans, including attacks on 
livestock and occasional 
maulings of people 

The last grizzly hunts in the 
U.S. outside Alaska were 
in the early 1990s, under 
an exemption to protec- 
tions that allowed 14 bears 
to be killed each fall in 
Montana.) 
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By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — The leaders of four 
political parties set to join 
forces in the next Dutch 
ruling coalition pledged 
Wednesday to — tackle 
thorny problems — includ- 
ing climate change and 
housing shortages and to 
strengthen education and 
a health care system that 
has been stretched almost 
to breaking point by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

They also vowed to work 
to win back public trust in 
government and politics 
that has been eroded by 
scandals, polarization, frus- 
tration in parts of society 
at measures to tackle the 
pandemic and at the nine 
months it took parties to 
reach the coalition accord 
following a March 17 elec- 
tion. 

Caretaker Prime Minister 
Mark Rutte, who is now set 
to begin a fourth term in 
office early next year, said 
the coalition would seek to 
work together with “society 
and with our political col- 
leagues” in parliament to 
implement reforms. 

The plans that include tax 
cuts, almost free child care 
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In this file photo dated Friday, April 2 
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New Dutch coalition vows to spend big on broad reforms 
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, 2021, caretaker Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte leaves after 









a 
-* 


surviving a no-confidence motion in parliament in The Hague, Netherlands. 


for working parents, a return 
of grants for higher educa- 
tion students, labor market 
reforms and a plan to build 
about 100,000 new homes 
each year, will cost billions 
in this country long known 
for Its fiscal frugality. 

The policies were outlined 
in a 47-page document 
titled “Looking after each 
other, looking forward to 
the future.” 


One of its key goals is tack- 
ling the climate crisis and 
pollution emissions, includ- 
ing the ambition to cut car- 
bon emissions by at least 
55% by 2030 on the way to 
becoming climate neutral 
by 2050. 

As part of the climate 
policy, the coalition said 
it would set up a 35-billion 
euro ($39 billion) climate 
and energy transition fund 


Associated Press 


for the coming decade, 
appoint a minister for cli- 
mate and energy and put 
in motion steps for the con- 
struction of two new nucle- 
ar power stations as well as 
stimulating renewable en- 
ergy production. 

Climate group Green- 
peace welcomed parts of 
the plan, but said more was 
needed, including con- 
crete measures to cut car- 


bon emissions. It said if was 
“disappointed to see the 
emphasis on nuclear ener- 
gy,” but voiced skepticism 
about whether the nuclear 
plan would materialize. 
The coalition parties also 
oledged fo invest in all lev- 
els of the education system, 
tackle inequalities and in- 
tolerance in society and to 
fight organized crime amid 
fears about the growing 
power of drug gangs. The 
issue was thrown into sharo 
relief over the summer with 
the slaying of well-known 
campaigning reporter Pe- 
ter R. De Vries on an Am- 
sterdam street. 

While the parties pledged 
to invest in higher salaries 
for health care workers, Op- 
position parties slammed 
them for what they called 
cuts in the long-term health 
budget. 

On foreign policy, the co- 
alition said it will work for a 
“more decisive, economi- 
cally stronger, greener and 
safer’ European Union with 
more transparent deci- 
sion making. If also wants 
to promote international 
cooperation, — strengthen 
the trans-Atlantic alliance 
and tackle = international 
espionage.) 





Greenpeace: Greek gas hunt an ‘unbearable’ threat to whales 


By NICHOLAS PAPHITIS 
Associated Press 

ATHENS, Greece (AP) — 
Greenpeace on Wednes- 
day renewed calls against 
proposed deep-sea oll 
and gas exploration off 
southwest Greece, warn- 
ing of “Unbearable” con- 
sequences to endangered 
Mediterranean whales and 
dolphins. 

Greenpeace Greece offi- 
cial Kostis Grimanis said the 
project should be scrapped 
before “it starts to wreck 
the Mediterranean.” 

The appeal came as the 
environmental group pub- 
lished new research on sea 
mammal populations — in 
parts of the miles-deep Hel- 
lenic Trench, including ar- 
eas that would be affected 
by prospecting. 

The three-week summer 
project, in cooperation with 
the Athens-based Pelagos 
Cetacean Research Insti- 


tute, detected 35 endan- 
gered soerm whales and 
dozens of dolphins some 
threatened in depths of 
Up to 4,200 meters (13,800 
feet). 

Greenpeace said sound- 
sensitive cetaceans whales 
and dolphins would be at 
risk from the deafening son- 
ic blasts used in undersea 
prospecting. Greek officials 
counter that strict environ- 
mental safeguards will be 
observed. 

In 2019, Greece granted 
exploration rights for two 
blocks of seabed south 
and southwest of the island 
of Crete to a consortium 
of energy companies To- 
talEnergies and ExxonMobil 
with Greece's Hellenic Pe- 
troleum. Environmentalists 
had protested at the time, 
also highlighting the poten- 
tial risk of spills from deep- 
water drilling. Prospecting 
has not yet started, and 


it’s Unclear when if will al- 
though the concession 
states that it must be in the 
winter, to less impact ceta- 
cean breeding periods. 
Greenpeace’s Grimanis 
said the project means 
“exposing endangered 
species and crucial ecosys- 
tems to unbearable noise 
and pollution from seismic 
blasts and deep-sea drill- 
ing operations.” “And for 
what? To keep burning oil 
and gas, one of the dirtiest 
and most expensive energy 
sources, when the climate 
crisis demands we urgently 
walk away from them.” 

The Hellenic Trench _ in- 
cludes the Mediterranean’s 
deepest waters, at 5,267 
meters (17,300 feet) and is 
a vital habitat for the sea’s 
few hundred soerm whales, 
and for other cetaceans 
already threatened by fish- 
ing, collisions with ships and 
plastic pollution. 


These mammals are par- 
ticularly sensitive to the un- 
derwater noise produced 
by seismic surveys for fossil 
fuels, in which sound waves 
are bounced off the sea- 
bed to locate potential 
deposits. Sonar used by 
warshios has been shown 
to have deadly effects on 
whales, and experts say 
seismic surveys can do the 





same. 
Greece is hoping to raise 
revenues and = achieve 
greater energy security 
through offshore oil and 
gas, and the issue of under- 
sea exploitation rights has 
further poisoned relations 
with neighboring Turkey 


which claims large parts of 
the Eastern Mediterranean 
as its own. LJ 


In this handout photo provided by Greenpeace, whales are 
seen southwest of Crete island, Greece, on Friday, Sept. 10, 


2021. 


Associated Press 
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Kremlin: Xi supports Putin's pursuit of guarantees from West 


By DASHA LITVINOVA 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Chinese 
President Xi JINpINng sup- 
ported Russian President 
Vladimir Putin in his push to 
get Western security guar- 
antees precluding NATO's 
eastward expansion, the 
Kremlin said Wednesday 
after the two leaders held 
Q virtual summit. 

Putin and Xi sooke as Mos- 
cow faces heightened ten- 
sions with the West over a 
Russian troop buildup near 
Ukraine’s border. In recent 
weeks, Western nations en- 
gaged in diplomatic efforts 
to prevent a possible inva- 
sion of Ukraine. The Kremlin 
has denied harboring plans 
to storm its neighbor. 

Putin, meanwhile,  de- 
manded guarantees that 
NATO. will not expand to 
Ukraine or deploy troops 
and weapons there. 

He told Xi on Wednesday 
about “mounting threats 
to Russia’s national inter- 
ests from the U.S. and the 
NATO bloc, which consis- 
tently move their military 
infrastructure close to the 
Russian borders,”  Putin’s 
foreign affairs adviser, Yuri 
Ushakov, said. 

The Russian leader stressed 
the need to hold talks with 
NATO and the U.S. on le- 
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Russian President Vladimir Putin gestures during his videoconference with Chinese President Xi 
Jinping, right on the screen, in Moscow, Russia, Wednesday, Dec. 15, 2021. 


gally binding security guar- 
antees, according to Usha- 
kov. Xiresoonded by saying 
he “understands Russia's 
concerns and fully supports 
our initiative to work out 
these security guarantees 
for Russia,” Ushakov said. 

He said Moscow's propos- 
als have been passed on 
to U.S. Assistant Secretary 
of State for European and 
Eurasian Affairs Karen Don- 
fried, who visited Moscow 
on Wednesday and met 
with Russia’s deputy foreign 
minister, Sergei Ryabkov. 


In recent years, China and 
Russia have increasingly 
aligned their foreign poli- 
cies to counter U.S. domi- 
nation of the international 
economic and political or- 
der. 

Both have faced sanc- 
tions China over its abuses 
against minorities, espe- 
cially Uyghur Muslims in 
Xinjiang, and for its crack- 
down on the pro-democ- 
racy movement in Hong 
Kong, and Russia for an- 
nexing Ukraine’s Crimean 
Peninsula in 2014 and over 


Associated Press 


the poisoning and impris- 
onment of opposition lead- 
er Alexei Navalny. 

Beijing and Washington 
also remain at odds over 
trade, technology and Chi- 
na’s military intimidation of 
Taiwan, which it claims as 
its own territory. 

Russia’s relations with the 
U.S. sank to post-Cold 
War lows after if annexed 
Crimea and threw _ its 
weight behind a separat- 
ist insurgency in Ukraine's 
east. Tensions reignited in 
recent weeks after Moscow 


i BYANA 





massed tens of thousands 
of troops near Ukraine's 
border, a move Ukraine 
and the West feared may 
indicate plans for a new in- 
vasion. 

Moscow has denied that 
it plans to attack Ukraine 
and in turn blamed Ukraine 
for its own military buildup 
In the country’s war-torn 
east. Russian officials al- 
leged that Kyiv might try 
to reclaim the areas con- 
trolled by the rebels. 

It is within that context that 
Putin has pressed the West 
for guarantees that NATO 
will not expand to Ukraine 
or deploy its forces there. 
During their call on Wednes- 
day, Putin and Xi hailed 
relations between Russia 
and China, with the Rus- 
sian leader saying they are 
based on “such principles 
as not interfering in inter- 
nal affairs (of each other), 
resoect for each other's 
interests, determination to 
turn the shared border into 
a belt of eternal peace 
and good neighborliness.” 
Xi said, through a translator, 
that he appreciated that 
Putin “strongly supported 
China's efforts to protect 
key national interests and 
firmly opposed attempts 
to drive a wedge between 
our countries.” LC} 





FAO: Virus hits Asian food security, as millions 
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People wait for free food outside an eatery in Ahmedabad, 


India, Wednesday, Jan. 20, 2021. 


By ELAINE KURTENBACH 

AP Business Writer 
BANGKOK (AP) — The pro- 
longed pandemic and 
surging prices are under- 
mining food security for mil- 
lions of people in Asia, with 
1.8 billion lacking access 
to healthy diets, a report 


Associated Press 


by the UN’s Food and Ag- 
ricultural Organization said 
Wednesday. 

The report says access To 
food worsened in 2020 and 
deteriorated further — this 
year as governments strug- 
gled to keep outbreaks at 
bay by restricting travel 


and other activities. With 
progress toward alleviat- 
ing hunger stalling, the FAO 
is Urging comprehensive 
measures to improve food 
security, part of a push to- 
ward what experts call a 
“food systems” approach. 

David Dawe, senior econo- 
mist at the FAO’s regional 
office for Asia and the 
Pacific, said the organi- 
zation’s food price index 
rose by nearly a third in 
the past year. The price of 
vegetable oils, which are 
critical for health, soared 
74%, he said. Rising global 
commodity prices affect 
the costs for consumers, in 
“another blow to the poor, 
who spend a large per- 
centage of their income on 
food and are struggling to 
recover from the impacts 
of COVID-19.” Dawe said. 

“Food producers have 


also faced more recent 
challenges after the initial 
impact of the pandemic 
including rising fuel and fer- 
tilizer prices,” he said. 

A transformation of systems 
to improve food security 
needs to revolve around 
the needs of the many 
small-scale farmers in the 
region and other vulner- 
able groups such as indige- 
nous peoples, women and 
children, the FAO report 
says. If notes that nearly 
16% of people in South 
Asia are undernourished 
and that for the region as 
a whole undernourishment 
is at its highest level in a de- 
cade, at 8.7%. 

Access to adequate food 
is worst in North Korea, with 
more than 40% of its people 
undernourished. But hunger 
is an urgent problem also in 
Afghanistan, Papua New 


go hungry 


Guinea and East Timor. 
Conditions across the re- 
gion are still better than 
they were in 2000, but 
progress in recent years has 
slowed and in some cases 
reversed. In 10 countries in 
the region, more than 30% 
of children under 5 years 
old suffer from stunting, or 
low height for age a com- 
mon measure for how well 
fed they are. In another 
eight countries, between 
20%-30% do. 

Millions among those chil- 
dren suffer from wasting, a 
potentially more danger- 
ous condition due to inad- 
equate food or prolonged 
illness. In 2020, more than 
31 million children in the 
Asia-Pacific were affected 
by wasting, and that num- 
ber could rise to 40 million 
by the end of 2022 if cur- 
rent trends continue. LJ 
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Chile sees migrant crossings rise ahead of presidential vote 


By MATIAS DELACROIX and 
PATRICIA LUNA 

Associated Press 
COLCHANE, Chile (AP) — 
A merciless sun seared the 
migrants as they walked 
through one of the driest 
places in the world, trying 
to illegally cross the border 
from Bolivia into Chile fear- 
ing it might soon be closed. 
It has become common 
in recent months to see 
migrants trudging across 
the Atacama Desert but 
the flow appears to have 
increased in recent days 
ahead of Chile’s presiden- 
tial runoff Sunday. The mi- 
grants fear that if far-right 
candidate Jose Antonio 
Kast wins he will close the 
border as he promised dur- 
ing his campaign. 

The conservative — law- 
maker, who has defended 
Chile’s military dictatorship, 


Thursday, Dec. 9, 2021. 


finished first in the coun- 
try’s presidential election 
in November but did not 
get enough votes to win 
outright setting Up a runoff 
against leftist Gabriel Boric. 
Kast has said he will order a 





U.S. Navy fires laser 
weapon in Mideast amid 
drone boat threat 


By JON GAMBRELL 

Associated Press 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — The U.S. Navy an- 
nounced Wednesday it tested a laser weapon and de- 
stroyed a floating target in the Mideast, a system that 
could be used to counter bomb-laden drone boats de- 
ployed by Yemen's Houthi rebels in the Red Sea. 

The test Tuesday saw the USS Portland test-fire its Laser 
Weapon System Demonstrator at the target in the Gulf of 
Aden, the body of water separating East Africa from the 
Arabian Peninsula. 

The Navy’s Mideast-based Sth Fleet described the laser as 
having “successfully engaged” the target in a statement. 
Previously, the Portland used the laser to bring down a fly- 
ing drone in May 2020. 

The Gulf of Aden sits along the southern coast of war-torn 
Yemen, which has been at war since lranian-backed 
Houthi rebels seized its capital, Sanaa, in 2014. A Saudi- 
led coalition entered the conflict in March 2015 but the 
stalemate conflict has dragged on for years, becoming 
the world’s worst humanitarian disaster and killing an esti- 
mated 110,000 people. 

The war also has bled into the surrounding waterways, like 
the Red Sea and the Bab el-Mandeb, which connects 
the sea to the Gulf of Aden.LJ 


ditch to be built to prevent 
migrants from crossing from 
Bolivia. 

Immigration has been a re- 
curring topic in Chile’s pres- 
idential campaign as the 
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Migrants walk on the field after crossing into Chile from the Bolivian border near Colchane, Chile, 


Associated Press 


country sees an increasing 
flow of migrants, mainly 
from Venezuela, but also 
from nations like Haiti and 
Colombia. It’s a divisive is- 
sue and recently there was 


a widely publicized case of 
Chileans attacking Vene- 
zuelan migrants in Iquique, 
near the border with Bolivia 
and Peru. 

The U.N. International Or- 
ganization for Migration 
estimates there are almost 
1.7 million immigrants in 
Chile. Only this year, Chil- 
ean authorities have reg- 
istered more than 25,000 
people arriving through the 
Atacama Desert, a signifi- 
cant increase compared 
to the 16,500 for all 2020. 
“We have relatives here in 
Chile who told us that we 
had to go before Dec. 19, 
because if the one who 
won the first round (Kast) 
wins again, he will close 
all borders,” said Rayber 
Rodriguez, a Venezuelan 
traveling with his wife and 
daughter. LJ 


For reservations or more information, visit our 
Sunset Concierge desk located in the Aruba Tower Lobby 
or email us at sunsetconcierge@hilton.com, 
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Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa celebrating 55 years! 
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EAGLE BEACH — Manchebo Beach Ho- 
tel officially opened its doors on Decem- 
ber 15, 1966 as Aruba’s newest tourism 
development on the beautiful shores of 
Aruba. The hotel developed by ALM pi- 
lots Mense and Fokker-Hamminga was 
the first of its kind on the Manchebo/ 
Eagle Beach area. Aruba’s tourism was 
thriving well at the time with the Aruba 
Caribbean Hotel and the Sheraton on 
Palm Beach and the Talk of the Town Ho- 
tel in Oranjestad amongst others. 


In 1970 Ike Cohen became one of the 
major shareholders and started manag- 
ing the hotel. At the time Ike Cohen and 
his family were already running the Talk 
of the Town Hotel in Oranjestad as well 
the famous Talk of the Town Restaurant. 
Ike Cohen went to work at the Manche- 
bo and turned the hotel to a higher lev- 
el. Affiliated with the Best Western brand 
the Manchebo Beach Hotel builf up a 
loyal clientele of repeat visitors over the 
years all looking for a tranquil and casual 
beach getaway. 

Ike Cohen was a successful businessman 
and one of the co-founders of the Aruba 
Hotel Association. In 1978 lke Cohen re- 
ceived the first ever “Hotelier of the Year 
Award” of the Caribbean Hotel Associa- 
tion. Later, the Queen of The Netherlands 
knighted lke in honor of his leadership in 
establishing tourism as a valuable eco- 
nomic resource for the island. Ike Cohen 
passed away at age 96 on September 
23, 2007. On February 11, 2016 the Gov- 
ernment of Aruba unveiled the “lke Co- 
hen Monument” at Plaza Turismo locat- 
ed just opposite the Talk of the Town Ho- 
tel. A monument dedicated to Aruba’s 
many successful tourism pioneers. 
Rejuvenation of the resort started in 2003 
when Ike Cohen appointed the current 
resort general manager Edgar Roelofs. 
Together with company director Bill Cro- 
na the wellness concept was introduced 
with the opening of Spa del Sol. This exot- 
ic Caribbean-Balinese outdoor soa oasis 
designed and managed by the late Fred 
Abspoel opened its doors in 2004 and set 
the tone for years to come. 

A full resort renovation commenced in 
2009 which included the 72 resort rooms, 
restaurants, bars, beach pavilion and 
public areas resulting in a successful 
4-star boutique wellness resort. The pool- 
side restaurant was turned into a fine 
dining venue in 2012 and named after its 
legendary owner “Ike's Bistro” as a trib- 
ute for his passion for the culinary. 

The resort has always been a favorite 
with honeymooners from North America 


Sol, a fitness room and of course a health 
focused culinary menu in the resort res- 
taurants. In the morning expect home- 
made granola, steel-cut oatmeal and 
fresh fruit smoothies to start off the day. 
Longtime guests mingle with a new gen- 
eration of wellness-conscious travelers 
who are drawn to this intimate ocean- 
front oasis as much for its setting as its 
thoughtful grasp of island culture and 
cuisine and modern-day services and 
amenities. 


A Change of Ownership 

On Monday, November 15th, 2021, The 
Manchebo Beach Resort & Soa enjoyed 
a smooth transition into a change of 
ownership as its acquisition was formally 
concluded and signed, welcoming the 
Molo Hotel Group to Aruba. 

In early 2020, just before the pandemic, 
the Slominski family vacationed in Arv- 
ba. Originally from Poland, the family 
formed a dynamic owner-operator hotel 
company in 2017. If was on the lookout 
for Opportunities in Aruba, to help build 
its portfolio of high-quality resorts in great 
locations, around the globe. According 
to son Lukasz Slominski, the Chairman of 
Molo Holding, he took a stroll down the 
beach with his parents, starting at the 
hotel where they were staying, and ca- 
sually stopped at the Manchebo Beach 
Resort for a drink. The three Slominskis fell 
in love with the beach, and the loca- 
tion, shared their findings with other fam- 
ily members, and together decided to 
make an offer, adding Aruba to thetr list 
of Molo Hotels great locations. They con- 
tacted Bill Crona, and while the resort 
was not for immediate sale, in consulta- 
tion with the Cohen siblings Tommy, Ree 
and Yvonne, who have been involved 
with the property from the start, for 50 
years, the idea to place the Manchebo 
in the hands of a family-held company, 
became very attractive. The Slominski’s 
expressed the desire to take the resort 
over, including all staffers and mem- 
bers of management, to continue doing 
what it does, maintaining the spirit of the 
original concept for the coming years, 
until an eventual expansion. 

The signing took place by: Grete ‘Ree’ 
Case, William ‘Bill’ Crona, Lukasz & Kate 
Slominski — he is Chairman of Molo Hold- 
ing, brother Marcin & wife Justyna Slo- 
minski, Eugeniusz & Gabriela Slominski — 
parents of the four Slominski siblings, and 
Edgar Roelofs, resort general manager. 
What truly has made Manchebo Beach 
Resort & Soa a home away for so many 
customers over the years are their friend- 





pa e contribucion na 
nos desaroyo turistico 


Dunando Aruba e miho 
di nan mes pa 55 ana caba 


Masha Pabien! 


and Europe. However the first honey- 
moon couple to ever stay at the resort 
was Glen and Aurora Carvahal from Aru- 
ba. Married on December 27, 1966 the 


ly and dedicated resort employees. It is 
like Coming home for so many of their 
guests. It’s the Manchebo team that 
makes the customer experience the 
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couple spent their honeymoon at the 
Manchebo Beach Hotel. 

Today Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa Is 
Aruba’s leading wellness resort offering 
daily yoga and Pilates classes, Spa del 


One Happy Island experience that it ts 
until today! 

Congratulations to all employees, staff 
members and loyal customers of Man- 
chebo Beach Resort & Spa!) 
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Papillon: the butterfly effect of magnificent food 


PALM BEACH — Do you remember the 
film “Papillon” starring Steve McQueen? 
Papillon restaurant is the island’s exam- 
ple where ‘life imitates art.’ The décor, 
especially the restrooms, was inspired 
by the movie. For more than a decade 
this restaurant has built a reputation 
with the fusion of classic French cuisine, 
Dutch and Caribbean flavors. Welcome 
in the world of wonders where ambi- 
ance, taste and service come together 
and you feel you are being welcomed 
in the home of the owner and her team 


“We find it really important that our 
guests have fun; can relax while listen- 
ing to live music while their taste buds 
are being tickled by France, The Neth- 
erlands and the Caribbean. We offer a 
Unique fusion of dishes and a night not 
to forget,” says owner Tina. She points 
out that all Covid-protocol is in place 
here, they are very keen on hygiene 
and offer outside dining on a cozy, el- 
egant terrace with social distancing in 
place and right on the high-rise strip. 


Fresh oysters, caviar and wild boar 

You are on vacation, life is to enjoy! If you 
want something special, a different flow 
than the usual then Papillon is the place 
to go. Foodies are in heaven here with 
classic French dishes such as Foie Gras, 
Frog Legs, fresh Oysters coming in on a 
weekly basis from Holland, Escargots, 
Dover Sole a la Meuniére flown in from 
Europe and filleted at the table, Duck 








Breast seared on the skin, roasted and 
braised Lamb in Balashi beer and slow 


braised Wild Boar Shank. Do not leave 
without trying the exclusive recommen- 
dation: Caviar! All of this combined with 
an extensive wine list from around the 
world makes Papillon a must-do on your 
Aruban vacation. 


Chef's Sunday 
Tina: “Every Sunday Papillon offers you 
an exquisite meal option: a 4 -course 
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would like to congratulate 
Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa Aruba 
with their 55™ Anniversary 
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regards to the man in the kitchen we have the best of 
the best: chef Martijn Liebregts from The Netherlands. 
He has earned his sourts among others in Amber; one 
of the best French fine dining restaurant's Hong Kong 
has to offer, with 2 Michelin- stars and ranked as the 
24th best restaurant in the world. Moving back to Am- 
sterdam he joined the team of former Bib Gourmand 
restaurant “Wilde Zwijnen”, which was awarded the 
title “The New Dutch Cuisine” by the New York Times. 
So you see, this is the time to come over and reserve 
your table.” 


Let the music play! 

We will give you another reason fo visit: twice a week 
you can enjoy the tunes of live sax player Jairo or the 
famous Marisela who enchants you with her acous- 
tic performance accompanied by percussion only. 
Wednesdays chill away on the French lounge tunes of 
DJ Ibarra and Tuesdays Jose Herrera enchants you with 
his keyboard talent. The musicians interact with the 
guests, requests can be send in, the live tunes definitely 
add to the experience. 


Vegetarian vibes present 

Impressive vegetarian/vegan dishes are set up espe- 
cially for the guests by the chef and Meredith from 
Vegan Aruba. “We offer vegan choices that are really 
good and tasty. Our daily soup Is always vegan too.” 
What are you waiting for, make sure to pay a visit to this 
elegant yet laid-back restaurant while on Aruba. You 
are most welcome! 

Papillon Restaurant is located at The Village across 
the Hilton Aruba Caribbean Resort &Casino and within 
walking distance of all other major hotels. 

Make your reservation today at: 
info@papillonaruba.com 

or call/WhatsApp + 00297 6995400 


Open Daily: 50m — 10.00om - Early Bird from 56m —- 7om 
For all menus and specials visit the website: www.papll- 
lonaruba.com.L) 
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Winter storms, COVID: How to make last-minute flight changes 


By SALLY FRENCH 

of NerdWallet 

Rerouting, rebooking, 
diverting, you name. it. 
Making last-minute — flight 
changes can be an enor- 
mous stressor amid an al- 
ready stressful holiday trav- 
el season. 

Hundreds of flights have al- 
ready been canceled last- 
minute due to pandemic- 
related staffing shortages. 
Perhaps a coronavirus 
variant surge forces you to 
cancel your trio. Or what 
if a winter snowstorm pre- 
vents you from taking off¢ 
No matter the reason, be 
prepared for last-minute 
flight changes or cancella- 
tions this year. 
FINDING 
FLIGHTS 

If your flight is delayed or 
canceled, here's how fo 
quickly get on another: 
LOOK TO OTHER AIRPORTS 
Many major cities are 
served by multiole airports, 
so broaden your airport 
search. John F. Kennedy 
International Airport in New 
York City might be backed 
Up from a blizzard, but that 
doesn't necessarily mean 
nearby airports Newark 
Liberty International or La- 
Guardia are out of com- 
mission. 

And look beyond the major 
airlines. JSX is a semiprivate 
jet service, but fares often 
arent much more than 
commercial airfares. 

USE BOOKING TOOLS 

Even if you're accustomed 
to booking via an individ- 
val airline's website, tools 
like Google Flights will allow 
you to quickly compare 
routes across multiple air- 
lines, nearby airports and 
selected dates. Booking 
tools may help surface an 
available route you'd oth- 
erwise miss. 

SEARCH FOR ONE-WAY, IN- 
DIVIDUAL TICKETS AND DI- 
RECT FLIGHTS 

Don't limit your options by 
searching for round-trip 
tickets. In a pinch, book a 
one-way ticket and find 
the return flight later. 

And, if you're traveling with 
others, rather than search- 
ing for group tickets, Ccon- 
sider searching for indi- 
vidual ones — especially if 
your group is comfortable 
splitting up. If one flight has 
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only four seats left but an- 
other flight has two, then a 
search for your party of six 
wouldnt show any avail- 
able tickets. But if some 
folks are OK being left be- 
hind and catching up later, 
you improve your odds of 
getting to your destination, 
period. 

Fly direct when possible. If it 
isn't, try TO Connect through 
destinations that are less 
likely to be affected by 
bad winter weather (San 
Diego over Chicago, for 
example). While the flight 
with the layover might be 
cheaper, it might not be 
worth it if weather issues In 
the layover city are the rea- 
son you can't take off. 
HOW TO GET YOUR MONEY 
BACK 

Here are ways fo improve 
your chances of getting a 
refund for flights interrupt- 
ed by winter storms or CO- 
VID-19: 

USE A CREDIT CARD WITH 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 

One of the best ways to 
get money back for can- 
celed flights (or fo get reim- 
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bursed for additional costs 
incurred during delays) Is 
booking with a credit card 
that offers travel insurance. 
Exact terms vary by card, 
but you can typically ex- 
pect coverage for flights 
affected by severe weath- 
er. And usually, this type of 
insurance will cover not just 
the flight itself, but ancillary 
expenses, such as an addi- 
tional hotel night to take a 
next-day flight. 

PURCHASE TRAVEL INSUR- 
ANCE 

If your credit card doesn't 
include travel insurance 
as a benefit, consider pur- 
chasing coverage sepa- 
rately. Look closely at the 
terms and conditions as 
they vary significantly be- 
tween plans. 

TURN TO SOCIAL MEDIA 
Technology can help you. 
Many airlines are embrac- 
ing social media as a Cus- 
tomer service tool, and ac- 
count managers may even 
be equipped to directly 
helo passengers rebook, is- 
sue flight credits and more. 
If the delay is an airline's 
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Travelers use the self-service kiosk to check in and pay for luggage at the American Airlines terminal, Thursday, April 29, 2021, in 


fault, you might get com- 
pensation. For example, 
Southwest Airlines’ October 
2021 meltdown cost the 
company $75 million , ac- 
cording to its third quarter 
2021 earnings report. Much 
of that figure was attributed 
to customer refunds and 
"gestures of goodwill," as 
Southwest offered vouch- 
ers TO many customers Who 
were affected. 

OTHER TIPS FOR TRAVEL- 
ING DURING WINTER STORM 
SEASON 

Be prepared fo stay 
longer than you intended. 
search budget-friendly 
lodging near the airport 
before your trip. If your 
flight gets delayed and 
you need To stay an extra 
night, you don't want to be 
scrambling to find a room 
that fits your standards and 
budget. 

— Pack small snacks. Pro- 
tein bars or nuts are great 
backups in case youre 
stuck in an airoort over- 
night and the restaurants 
and stores are closed. 
Avoid checking 
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gage. If there's an oppor- 
tunity to board another 
last-minute flight, §=you 
dont want your luggage 
packed on a delayed flight 
to be the one thing holding 
you back. Carry-on trav- 
el allows you to be more 
nimble. If you do need to 
check luggage, keep items 
you can't go without — like 
ohone chargers and medi- 
cations — with you. 

Set up flight alerts. 
Check your flight status be- 
fore leaving for the airport 
or, better yet, set Up dbu- 
tomatic flight Updates via 
text alerts. An early alert 
might helo you avoid ar- 
riving at the airport for a 
canceled flight or give you 
a jump-start on booking a 
new flight before other pas- 
sengels. 

THE BOTTOM LINE 

You might not think the 
scramble to make a last- 
minute flight change will 
happen to you — until it 
does. And given the chal- 
lenges of travel this holiday 
season, you should be more 
orepared than ever.) 
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Coral grow in a tank at a lab at the University of Hawaii's Institute of Marine Biology in Kaneohe, 


Hawaii on Friday, Oct. 1, 2021. 
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Darwin in a lab: Coral evolution 
tweaked for global warming 


By CALEB JONES 
Associated Press 
COCONUT ISLAND, Hawaii 
(AP) — On a moonless sum- 
mer night in Hawai, krill, fish 
and crabs swirl through a 
beam of light as two re- 
searchers peer into the wa- 
ter above a vibrant reef. 
Minutes later, like clock- 
work, they see eggs and 
sperm from spawning coral 
drifting past their boat. They 
Scoop up the fishy-smelling 
blobs and put them in test 
tubes. 

In this Darwinian experi- 
ment, the scientists are 
trying to soeed up cor- 
al’s evolutionary clock to 
breed “super corals” that 
can better withstand the 
impacts of global warming. 
For the past five years, the 
researchers have been 
conducting experiments to 
prove their theories would 
work. Now, they're getting 
ready to plant laboratory- 
raised corals in the ocean 
to see how they survive in 
nature. 

“Assisted evolution started 
out as this kind of crazy 
idea that you could actual- 
ly helo something change 


and allow that to survive 
better because It is chang- 
ing,” said Kira Hughes, a 
University of Hawaii re- 
searcher and the project's 
manager. 

SPEEDING UP NATURE 
Researchers tested three 
methods of making corals 
more resilient: 

Selective breeding that 
carries on desirable traits 
from parents. 

Acclimation that condi- 
tions corals to tolerate heat 
by exposing them to _ in- 
creasing temperatures. 
And modifying the algae 
that give corals essential 
nutrients. 

Hughes said the methods 
all have proven successful 
in the lab. 

And while some other sci- 
entists worried this is med- 
dling with nature, Hughes 
said the rapidly warming 
planet leaves no other op- 
tions. “We have to inter- 
vene in order to make a 
change for coral reefs to 
survive into the future,” she 
said. When ocean temper- 
atures rise, coral releases 
its symbiotic algae that 
supply nutrients and im- 





Time Share Resales + Realty 
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 
www.halleyadventures.com 


part its vibrant colors. The 
coral turns white a process 
called bleaching and can 
quickly become sick and 
die. 

For more than a decade, 
scientists have been ob- 
serving corals that have 
survived bleaching, even 
when others have died on 
the same reef. 

So, researchers are focus- 
Ing on those hardy survi- 
vors, hoping to enhance 
their heat tolerance. 
And they found selective 
breeding held the most 
promise for Hawaii's reefs. 
“Corals are threatened 
worldwide by a lot of stress- 
ors, but increasing temper- 
atures are probably the 
most severe,” said Craw- 
ford Drury, chief scientist at 
Hawaii's Coral Resilience 
Lab. “And so that’s what 
our focus Is on, working 
with parents that are really 
thermally tolerant.” 

A NOVEL IDEA 

In 2015, Ruth Gates, who 
launched the resilience 
lab, and Madeleine van 
Oppen of the Australian 
Institute of Marine Science 
oublished a paper on as- 
sisted evolution during 
one of the world’s worst 
bleaching events. 

The scientists proposed 
bringing corals into a lab 
to helo them evolve into 
more heat-tolerant ani- 
mals. And the idea attract- 
ed Microsoft co-founder 
Paul Allen, who funded the 
first Ohase of research and 
whose foundation still sup- 
ports the program. LJ 


ie 1 BYANG 











lassifieds 





HTTA 

Do you want to sell your 

Time -share, Condo or house? 
Call the experts 36 years of do- 
ing honest 

Business 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Aruba Divi phoenix 

Palm beach 

2 BR penthouse week 49 
room#/70 

30 weeks remain $18 K 

2 BR week 50 room # 630/631 
32 weeks remain $18 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Aruba Divi phoenix 

Palm Beach 

1 BR WK # 52 room #401 
26 weeks remain 

Price : $12 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Links Golf 

Eagle Beach 

2 BR week # 51 room 
#2205/2206 

24 weeks remain $18 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Links Golf 

Eagle beach 

2 BR week # 1,2,3 room # 
2308/2309 

24 weeks remain on each 
Price : $ 18 K each 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle Beach 

Studio week # 1 room # 8201 
19 weeks remain $ 7 K 
Studio week # 1 room # 3101 
31 weeks remain $7 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Ambassador wings 

( casa del mar ) 

Eagle beach 

1 BR week 52 room # 
1235/1427 

Price : $ 10 K each 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR week # 51 room # 2530 
Ocean view $ 11 K 

1 BR week 51 and 52 room # 
2314 

Garden view $ 22K both weeks 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

la Cabana Beach and casino 
Eagle beach 

1 BR week # 49 room # 220 A 
1 BR week # 50 room # 308 A 
Price : $5 K each 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Eagle Resort 

Eagle beach 

3 BR week 51 and 52 room # 
2548 

Price : $60 K both weeks 

3 BR week 51 room #1506 $25K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR 1 1/2 bath week 49 and 50 
On the 6th floor with 29 weeks 
remain 

$8 K each week 

1 BR 1 bath week 50 

14th floor with 31 weeks remain 
$8 K 

Call :011 -297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 











_Downtown — 


HTTA 

Marriott Ocean Club 

Palm beach 

Gold season ( week 18 to 50 ) 
1 BR Ocean View $6 K 
Platinum season (week 51 to 
1) 

2 BR ocean front $ 27 K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Surf club 

Palm beach 

Gold season (week 18 to 50 ) 
2 Bedroom Ocean View $9K 
Platinum plus 

2 BR, 2 Bath Ocean front 
Week 51 and 52 

Price : $ 160 K both weeks 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo For sale 

Tierra Del Sol Golf 

3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath 
Ocean view Fully furnished 
With garage $450 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle beach 

Platinum Floating weeks 

1 bedroom / studio 

18 / 25 weeks remain 

Price : $ 8K each 

Call :01 1-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214905 


Please keep 
your 
distance 
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HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Gold coast 

2 Bedroom , 2 bath $ 290 K 
3 Bedroom , 3 Bath $480 K 
2 BR 2 Bath with pool $385K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Le Vent on eagle beach 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath 5th floor $ 
800K 

3 Bedroom 2 bath ground floor 
$800K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

House for sale 

Spaans lagoon 

3 Bedroom 2 bath Ocean view 
Price : $340 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Rental Timeshare 
Caribbean Palm Village 
2 Bedroom week 52 
Dec. 25 - Jan. 1, 2022 
Price: $3,000 

Call: 5638366 
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aa HEALTH 
DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Kibrahacha Tel. 583 4908 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Happy 100th, bloody mary: Paris marks cockiail’s birthday 


By ALEX TURNBULL 
Associated Press 

PARIS (AP) — Harry's Bar 
in Paris is celebrating the 
100th birthday of the 
bloody mary, the vodka- 
tomato juice cocktail be- 
lieved to have been invent- 
ed at the iconic watering 
hole in 1921. 

The centenary events this 
week bring a welcome re- 
spite from winter gloom and 
worries about the omicron 
variant of the coronavirus. 
The bar is carefully check- 
ing COVID-19 health pass- 
es as foreign visitors gather 
to sample the drink closely 
associated with Harry’s Bar, 
whose patrons over the 
past century have includ- 
ed writers Ernest Heming- 
way and F. Scott Fitzgerald. 
According to the history of 
Harry’s, bartender Fernand 
Petiot invented the cock- 
tail, and the recive was first 
oublished in a book called 
“Harry's ABC of Cocktails” 
in 1921. The bar serves an 
estimated 12,000 bloody 
marys a year. 

“It’s a classic drink,” bar- 
tender Dante Agnelli said 
while demonstrating the 
mixology behind the drink, 
ingredient by ingredient: 
salt and pepper, Tabas- 
co sauce, Worcestershire 
sauce, lemon juice, vodka 
and tomato juice. 

“You make it directly in the 
glass,” Agnelli said as he 





Bartender Antoine prepares a Bloody Mary cocktail at Harry’s Bar in Paris, Friday, Dec. 10, 2021. 
Harry’s Bar in Paris is celebrating the 100th birthday of the Bloody Mary, the vodka-tomato juice 


cocktail believed to have been invented in the iconic bar in 1921. 


stood at the counter where 
Petiot first performed the 
now well-established ritual 
100 years ago, at the dawn 
of what became known as 
the roaring 1920s. 

Harry’s Bar plans to host a 
celebration on Thursday 
night despite concerns 
about the spread of omi- 
cron variant of the coro- 
navirus in Europe and a 
surge in new virus infections 
across France. 

Franz-Arthur = MacElhone, 
Qa great-grandson of bar 


founder Harry MacElhone, 
said the celebration would 
take place in line with gov- 
ernment regulations: the 
health passes of patrons 
from around the world will 
be checked, hand sanitiz- 
ers will be distributed, and 
bar staff will wear masks. 

In recent days, the French 
government expanded 
the places where passes 
are required, including alll 
restaurants and a grow- 
ing number of events and 
venues. To get one, people 


Associated Press 


must show proof of full vac- 
cination, a negative virus 
test less than 24 hours old, 
or recent recovery from 
COVID-19. The French gov- 
ernment closed nightclubs 
and tightened social dis- 
tancing measures but Is 
trying to avoid a new lock- 
down. The health protocol 
is the only visible change 
inside the bar that used to 
be located on New York's 
7th Avenue before it was 
dismantled, shipped to Eu- 
rope and rebuilt in central 


Paris in 1911. 

For Harry's patrons, the 
timeless décor is a reassur- 
ing fixture, particularly at a 
time of uncertainty due to 
the pandemic. “Once you 
walk in, you leave all your 
worries aside,” said Ihab 
Hassan, 61, a retired busi- 
nessman from Egypt and 
a regular at the bar since 
the 1970s. The coronavirus 
pandemic was not enough 
to get in the way of his fa- 
vorite Paris pastime, Hassan 
said with a bloody mary on 
the counter in front of him. 
Sitting next to Hassan were 
an American, Jay Sing, and 
an Australian, Renee Di- 
Georgio. They shared their 
thoughts on the famous 
cocktail with an Associat- 
ed Press reporter, acknowl- 
edging they had already 
consumed a few. 
“Sometimes, with break- 
fast, for my hangover, we 
drink bloody marys,” said 
DiGeorgio, 42, who works 
in the mining industry and 
is based in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. 

“This is a really nice bloody 
mary,” he said. “It's actu- 
ally the first time I’ve ever 
drunk a bloody mary when 
the sun's down!” 

All three men said they 
took the necessary health 


precautions to be safe 
and in compliance with 
government anti-virus 


regulations.) 





Penelope Cruz honored by MoMaA for her career in cinema 





Penelope Cruz attends the MoMA Film Benefit presented by 


CHANEL honoring Penelope Cruz at the Museum of Modern Art 


on Tuesday, Dec. 14, 2021, in New York. 


By CLAUDIA TORRENS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — During 


Associated Press 


a tribute to her career at 
the Museum of Modern Art 
in New York (MoMA), Pe- 


nelope Cruz recalled the 
Betamax videotape store 
that opened in her neigh- 
borhood, in a suburb of 
Madrid, when she was a 
child and that made her 
discover cinema. 

It was there where she rent- 
ed all the films of Spanish 
movie director Pedro AI- 
modovar, she said. 

“| watched, and | laughed, 
| cried, and | learned,” she 
said at a star-studded ben- 
efit Tuesday evening at the 
museum. “| would not be 
here tonight, being hon- 
ored by MoMa, if | had not 
had the privilege of working 
with brilliant directors who 
have inspired me, taught 
me, heloed me grow as 
an artist and as a person. | 
want to thank them alll to- 


night, and specially my Pe- 
ol conn 

The recognition comes a 
decade after the museum 
paid the same tribute to Al- 
modovar, who has worked 
with Cruz in seven films. The 
latest movie by the direc- 
tor, “Parallel Mothers,” star- 
ring Cruz, opens in the Unit- 
ed States on December 24. 
On Monday, it received 
two Golden Globe nomi- 
nations. 

An exciting moment of the 
night was when Almodovar 
sent a video message to 
Cruz, congratulating her on 
the recognition. 

He recalled in the video a 
dialogue with the actress 
that they had when they 
promoted “All About My 
Mother” (1999). 


“You told me that when | 
get old you will take care 
of me. I'm not that old yet, 
but | hope you keep your 
word,” he said, provok- 
ing laughter in the audi- 
ence. “When | am an old 
man, | hope you come 
and become, in this case, 
my mother. If would be a 
reflection of all the moth- 
ers that you have been for 
me throughout these seven 
films.” 

Among those paying trib- 
ute to the Spanish actress 
at the annual film benefit 
was Anne Hathaway, Di- 
ane Kruger and Rebecca 
Hall. Puerto Rican singer 
Ricky Martin, Spanish singer 
Rosalia and fashion design- 
er Zac Posen also didn’t 
miss the event.) 
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Two 
members of Congress who 
already asked the NFL 
for transparency about a 
probe into sexual harass- 
ment and other improper 
conduct at the Washington 
Football Team are now ask- 
ing the league to provide 
evidence of club owner 
Daniel Snyder's _ interfer- 
ence with the investigation. 
Rep. Carolyn Maloney, a 
New York Democrat who Is 
chairwoman of the House 
Oversight Committee, and 
Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi, 
an Illinois Democrat who Is 
chairman of the Suocom- 
mittee on Economic and 
Consumer Policy, made 
their latest request Tuesday. 
This comes after a report 
posted on The Washington 
Post’s website said “lawyers 
and private investigators 
working on Snyder's behalf 
took steps that potential 
witnesses ... viewed as af- 
tempts to interfere with the 
NFL's investigation.” 

“While Mr. Snyder publicly 
stated that he wanted in- 
dependent investigators to 
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Washington Football Team owner Daniel Snyder looks on before an NFL football game against the 
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Buffalo Bills, Sunday, Nov. 3, 2019, in Orchard Park, N.Y. 


ferret out the truth, today’s 
reporting suggests that he 


was privately trying to ob- 


struct the efforts of the very 
investigator he hired in an 
effort to conceal damag- 
ing information,” Maloney 
said in anews release issued 


by the Oversight Commit- 
tee’s majority staff. “These 
disturbing revelations have 
only strengthened the 
Committee’s commitment 
to uncovering the truth in 
this matter.” 

Krisnnamoorthi said: “Sny- 
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Congress asks NFL about Daniel Snyder's probe interference 
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der will stop at nothing. To 
get to the bottom of this 
Story, (the) NFL must im- 
mediately turn over all evi- 
dence of Snyder's interfer- 
ence and the other docu- 
ments we requested over a 
month ago.” 


Maloney and Krishnamoor- 
thi sent a letter to NFL Com- 
missioner Roger Goodell on 
Oct. 21 seeking all docu- 
ments and communication 
related to the probe. 

On Nov. 5, the pair of rep- 
resentatives urged the NFL 
and the Washington Foot- 
ball Team to release indi- 
viduals from non-disclosure 
agreements that would 
orevent them from discuss- 
ing sexual harassment and 
workplace issues at the 
club. 

The team hired lawyer Beth 
Wilkinson in 2020 to look 
into allegations of sexual 
harassment and other 
workplace misconduct at 
the organization. 

The league later took over 
that investigation and fined 
Washington $10 million in 
July 2021, saying the cul- 
ture at the club was “toxic” 
and ownership and senior 
officials paid little attention 
to sexual harassment and 
other workplace Issues. 

The NFL said there was no 
written report of Wilkinson’s 
inquiry.) 





WINDSOR, England (AP) — 
Lewis Hamilton picked up 
a new title only days after 
losing one on the track. 
The seven-time Formula 
One champion received 
a knighthood on Wednes- 
day at Windsor Castle but 
declined to speak to the 
media afterward. 

IN a controversial finish on 
Sunday, Max Verstappen 
won his first world cham- 
pionship at the Abu Dhabi 
Grand Prix with a pass of 
Hamilton on the final lap of 
a riveting season. It denied 
Hamilton a record-break- 
ing eighth title. 

Hamilton gets the honor- 
ary title of “Sir” after being 
knighted by the Prince of 
Wales for services fo mo- 
torsports. 

The 36-year-old Briton was 
joined by his mother, Car- 
men Lockhart. When con- 
gratulated on his award, 
Hamilton said: “Thank 
YOU.” 

Three other Fl drivers have 
been knighted: Jack Brab- 
ham, Stirling Moss and 





Hamilton receives knighthood days after losing F1 title 





Lewis Hamilton poses for the media after he was made a Knight Bachelor by Britain’s Prince 
Charles during a investiture ceremony at Windsor Castle in Windsor, England, Wednesday, Dec. 
15, 2021. 


Jackie Stewart. Hamilton 


Associated Press 


is the first fo be awarded while still competing in the 


sport. The Mercedes driv- 
er had been seeking his 
fifth consecutive title and 
eighth overall to move one 
ahead of Michael Schum- 
acher. The deployment of 
the safety car after a late 
crash at the Yas Marina 
Circuit wiped out the lead 
Hamilton had built over his 
Red Bull rival, and Verstap- 
pen had the late advan- 
tage because he was us- 
ing fresher tires. 

Mercedes filed protests im- 
mediately after the finish 
but they were rejected. 
The FIA said Tuesday a 
“detailed analysis and 
clarification exercise” will 
take place to draw lessons 
and provide clarity “to 
oreserve the competitive 
nature of our sport.” 

The body said the incti- 
dents on Sunday have 
“generated significant 
misunderstanding and re- 
GENS wikonie EOumUl Gl a 
teams, drivers and fans, an 
argument that is currently 
tarnishing the image of the 
championship.” ) 
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Packers back on top of AP Pro32 poll 


By SIMMI BUTTAR 

AP Pro Football Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — After an- 
other dominating win, Aar- 
on Rodgers still owns the 
Chicago Bears. 

Another thing his team 
owns: the top spot in the 
latest AP Pro32 poll for the 
first time in a month. 

The Green Bay Packers 
earned five of the 12 first- 
place votes for 375 points 
in balloting Tuesday by me- 
dia members who regularly 


cover the NEL. 

The Packers gained a spot 
in the poll and currently 
have the top seed in the 
NFC going into Week 15 
and the final month of the 
regular season. They beat 
the Bears 45-30 on Sunday 
night for their sixth con- 
secutive victory over their 
longtime rival. 

"Aaron Rodgers still Owns 
the Bears, and the Pack- 
ers are in the driver's seat 
for home-field advantage 


throughout the NFC play- 
offs," Newsday's Bob Glau- 
ber said. 

"Since his Week 1 clunker 
against the Saints, Rodgers 
has 27 touchdowns, two 
interceptions and a great 
shot at a second straight 
MVP." 

Despite having more first- 
place votes than the Pack- 
ers, the Tampa Bay BuCcCca- 
neers are No. 2 in the poll. 
The Bucs also moved up a 


spot after their 33-27 over- 





Bucs, Pats follow 





Green Bay Packers’ Aaron 
Rodgers reacts after an NFL 
football game against the 
Chicago Bears Sunday, Dec. 
12, 2021, in Green Bay, Wis. 
The Packers won 45-30. 

Associated Press 


time win over the Buffalo 
Bills on Sunday. The Bucs 
have six first-place votes 
for 370 points. 

The New England Patriots, 
coming off a bye, earned 
the remaining first-place 
vote as they climbed one 
place to No. 3. The Patri- 
ots currently have the No. 
1 seed in the AFC and will 
look to extend their seven- 


Cee Tee eee ee = game win streak on Satur- 
I e ay. basi E fol, a © » 1g members. us Ps Sy, day night when they head 
1 ors ! = | 10:00: Vi LE Mei =] to Indianapolis to take on 
es Ss ee : [ lieth the Colts. 
r ps 2 The surging Kansas City 
Ke Chiefs, who have won six 
in a row, moved up one 
soot to No. 4 after rout- 
ing the Las Vegas Raiders. 
The Chiefs will ooen Week 
15 on the road when they 
face the Los Angeles Char- 
gers on Thursday night. The 
Chargers, in second place 
in the AFC West, moved up 
three spots to No. 9. 
The Arizona Cardinals, who 
were No. 1, dropped alll 
the way down to No. 5 af- 
ter losing 30-23 on Monday 
night to the Los Angeles 
Rams. The Rams’ win lifted 
them four spots to No. 6 
and they trail the Cards by 
just a game in the division. 
The NFC East-leading Dal- 
las Cowboys moved up a 
soot to No. 7 after topping 
Washington on Sunday. 
Despite blanking the lowly 
Jacksonville Jaguars 20- 
O, the Tennessee _ Titans 
dropped two spots No. 8. 
"The Titans are 9-4 and two 
inexplicable losses away 
from the top seed in the 
AFC," said Rick Gosselin of 
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